Critical Crying
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_5 Pharaoh's daughter went down to bathe by the River and her maidens walked along the
River. She saw the basket among the reeds and she sent her maidservant and she took it.6.She

opened it and saw him, the child, and behold! a youth was crying. She took pity on him and
said, "This is one of the Hebrew boys.”
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D ) 9. The next words of the verse, “‘the child,” seem to render
6. 1N RPN — SHE OPENED IT AND [SHE] SAW HIM.  17°7 N ?10R7 " Nk — Who was it that she ~~the pronoun *him" superfluous. Rashi explains that *'the
saw? The child. ‘vws w1y — This is its simple meaning.® w97 — But its midrashic inter- child” is in fact the same as “‘him,"” and that on a simple

pretationis v tny Tnx7w — that she saw the Shechinah, the Divine Presence, with [Moses]." level it is not problematic for the Torah to mention a
— : pronoun first and then state its antecedent (Mizrachi).
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"The Midrash explains the cause for Moses’ cries: s pRLY YW AYI5 Sw 13 b nbun N2 1NR MY MK P00 V 4
¥ Ny AN TER) TN KD xR0 nix) Aot mn — [Moses] oy K91 sgraayn T, AR ORI, Tl P wsa by o3 Yo ke

i i himself, “Perhaps I will not merit to »
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The Midrash presents another resolution for the verse's use of JUNDER PIDBT TR WX MR BRI DY TNa AR
the contradictory expressions ehild and youtk, along with another
explanation for Moses’ cries:

33 Y1 nEme 0K 137 — Another explanation of And behold! [123.-1‘.\ S~ MON D
a youth was crying: W33 Wiya1 o 17 — He was an infant, e < ' X1 DR S0 Wa
but his behavior was like that of a youth, in that at first he TOY K3 WK 3 LRV
did not cry.®¥  vhy Kbwmnm) oo M3 ek nam bxmas x I 98 TRY NWRNNKA 1NY IR [P0 ATR
¥ ©nny — But the angel Gabriel came and hit Moses, in order 35 PR PR YaR 0NN 1°DR IR ARTIA
that he would cry and [Pharaoh’s daughter] would be filled - e
with mercy over him. mR™an mTMea anab nbysb Ysnonb (R
5 vy YW — SHE TOOK PITY ON HIM. TRIW MY ONIRY RYM TR LOMR T
~ oy nbam iR 1Nk Y 12— When she saw [Moses] was 99¥ DpR3 17 mInn onwa mebnn by
: ; ! 4
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O M @13¥7 19 BN — AND SAID, “THIS IS ONE OF THE JO¥T IR _[I0I MR NANR3 93pn w0 KT
HEBREW BOYS.” .B7IDM WY IRT Y nRTaw
12 o0 n — From where did she recognize him to be one
of the Hebrew boys?  inix fnxqw :xpg 127 13 0 37 M NPMINT ORI 2 NBIR "D TR

bim — R’ Yose bar R’ Chanina said: She knew because she
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Ultimately, Moses’ life was saved by Pharaoh’s daughter,
and he was raised under the doting care of the very king
who had ordered him killed to prevent the salvation of Is-
rael. Many designs are in a man's heart, but the counsel of
HasHEM — only it will prevail (Proverbs 19:21).
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HARAOH'S DAUGHTER BASYA WENT DOWN TO THE RIVER RN INPI11 MY Y90 0K I 091 IMR AYRY K91 1213 KN 1D
to bathe, and she caught sight of a box floating among - \Lyypyns a7 Y5 297 ,ANHRN MO? 59 DMBRA FRIV? 12 V1N 23 113

the bulrushes. She sent her attendants to fetch the |
box, opened it and saw a baby boy crying, and she said,
“This is a Hebrew boy."”
How did she know this? What made her conclude that the
infant Moshe was a Hebrew child? It was not his appearance. |
It was not the sound of his crying. It was simply the condi- I—
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tions of his discovery. Why was a child adrift in a box on the | . A wen |
river? It must be that his parents were trying to save him me mie - ‘-;9 ‘ 3 L\-
from Pharaoh’s decree of death to all male Jewish infants. —— == ,“Q? — :

~J Basya's logic was excellent, and she guessed right. But it
seems to have taken her a while to figure it out. As soon as
she saw that the box contained a boy, she should have real-
ized that he was Jewish. But apparently, this is not what hap-
pened. According to the Torah, she noticed that "he wasiry-s —
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ing, and she took pity on him” and only afterward did she}
say, “This is a Hebrew boy.” What took her so long?

Rav Nissan Alpert offered a beautiful solution to this
question in the context of his eulogy for his rebbi, Rav ~ .DM2¥3 K17 KWW 0707 by 199w TA5W 012vR TR Y XU NTD2 N30
Moshe Feinstein. Rav Moshe was universally recognized as
by far the greatest Torah scholar of his time. His knowledge
was vaster than vast, his insight razor sharp and his humili- ) N
ty, sensitivity and kindness legendary. One might have .
thought it would be very difficult for a young scholar to

npAD 93 T PRE TPNA FOM L3301 I8 NY3 DRIR DX DAWS 112 st
79737 AT /AT 011AYN TR MK 197 0nR Ay brawa 712 KPR L1912 )

(§

apy? Y IKCH AP

receive a haskamah, a letter of approbation, for a new sefer —
from such a towering sage, but just the opposite was true. T Ran R L wPR KR Sosaw N D1
Rav Moshe gave haskamos readily and easily to just about e =1 f
anyone who asked for them. me_ I .D'?WT‘I ‘01N "J'LI'r‘TI'I‘J D3 ToT1 I whEn LW v
mendation and letters of endorsement for all sorts of proj- by 7D 40T M0 .03 KoK A7 TR TR P 7Y P K7 13 1 T
gcts with the same ease. It came to the point that people Ly .92 MM TN DR OWRIM 21095 “~n WoR KT ¥ RN I
were no longer impressed by a letter from Rav Moshe, so
easy were they to come by. Why did he do this? Why was-
.n't he more discriminating when it came to writing letters on
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behalf of people? FwY TRV TP T QPIRKAN DU ]2 WRnW WnT 979 a1 TV WER
\% Rav Alpert explained that chessed, kindness, and emes, D TRAT TWIY TN WA 77D B3 1D Lemnm (9253 ~,

truth, are not really compatible concepts. Kindness flows
from the heart. It is an instinctive emotional response. Truth
is established by the brain. It is the product of scrutiny, inves- Sepnaw ORIT L7187 IN0R) ..
tigation and logic. In a certain sense, truth is the antagonist P3P TIM TR 07 D31 DY 93 e 2950 X7 RPN AONTR 0V
of kindness. If we would do a thorough investigation of poor
people that ask for charity we would probably reject most o
them.
Indeed, when chessed and emes are mentioned together ,JUn TOR N2 R¥MIW 1080 by o2 WKW ¥ana A9 13 Wy W
in the Torah (Bereishis 24:49; Shemos 34:6; Yehoshua 2:14),
N;he word chessed always precedes the word emes. Chessed
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is quick and instinctive. Emes is deliberate and thorough. If ]Q’
chessed would wait for emes, it would never get off the e mnpe hws int np
ground. P, Sohal mes e

~4 A person's first reaction must be kindness. Only after- -
ward should he set off in search for the truth. When a beggar RIMW (IR ANKID [YOW ,DMINAD YRIIIXM ONA byap Eupt T ~o
agks for a handout, don’t wait until you check out his cre- 27007 TN ,0MAVR IR KA D3 ATNIW TAAW APIN LA TTEY W 2y
dentials., Give him something right away. When an institution ' by DAY npnn A% KN
needs financial assistance, don't call for an audit to deter-
mine exactly what the problem is. When a young author 7173 R ,DMAVA MWD KWW TR ArRAn XY PORW A00w MR NV -
comes for an approbation, give it to him! This was Rav ,071ayT YER P we 19KRD AAn WA Aran ,InR 1nwn by 1732 D¥W DR AR
Moshe’s philosophy in life. wn DY KYWE MaY KW NRY Aran PN

¢ When Basya opened the box and saw the boy, concludes
Rav Alpert, her first reaction wasn't to assess the situation,
to consider who the child's parents were and why he was
adyift on the river, to determine if it would be appropriate to
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rescue him. Her first reaction was kindness, “He was crying, 28
% and she took pity on him.” Before she gave any thought to N qD’” mow ‘pnx
the situation, her kind heart went out to the crying child.
Only afterward did she stop to consider the situation, and M5 MBI I TN AN TIRNAY MPDMY
she came to the correct conclusion that “this is a Hebrew mSwy  SANAT TSH Smmp
boy.” "D 18D 2N RY 73 . ) 7T EMaYn
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Perhaps another clue to her ability to discriminate between a Jewish
and Egyptian child lies in the pasuk itself. Pharaoh’s daughter was
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overcome with pity for a totally unknown waif. Having come to grips TP NN 193 3w 0 nran

with a sudden surge of emotion, she realized that such sentiments would PRI (03 Mp) KA RO 7 0
only be possible for a child descending from a humanitarian, kindly MM @Ien 9B 0wt oI on
Jewish background. She surely would have not reacted in this manner M 73 12w A3 R p1aT RN M

towards an Egyptian waif descending from a cruel, emotionless
environment. As the Talmud (Shabbos 151b) states, “He who is
merciful (to others) will in turn be shown compassion.” Pharach'’s
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rdd@ugh?er concluded, “If I felt compassion for a totally unknown child, he DUEL S YV JARTES Rt T SR
must emanate from a compassionate Jewish home” (Chasam Sofer 7a QUANY NTH? ANIN n3%p2 TN
Swanm 7).
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O momayn "'1'?!!: TRRM - AND SHE SAID, “THIS IS ONE OF THE HEBREW BOYS.”
[How did Pharaoh’s daughter know that the baby she had found was a Hebrew boy?]
M s Mwyen 13v Y% mny - She contemplated the incident as it was, and came to this

%cnncluaion, Dw sl 7oy mma we k5w ax Anik S miaya% e 0 — for she said to herself
that it was surely in order to save him, or at least in order that they should not see the child's
death, that [his parents] had placed him there. 12 nwy b ¥n vy — And why would an
Egyptian do such a thing?® Therefore, she concluded, the child must be a Hebrew.
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{ events that he sees and hears. His heart feels what is happening
around him, and he constantly learns from everything.

«With this we can understand why Moshe told the people to
stand a moment and reflect on the salvation the
bring about by splitting the Red Sea. He emphasizec':l the
importance of reflecting on what was happening. Without
stopping a moment to reflect, one can miss the hand of the
Almighty in the most miraculous of occurrences.

~7 “By _developing your spirituality and cleaving to the
Almighty’s Torah, you will deve
outlook in all that occurs in your life. This will help you to Iift
yourself up from one level to the next.”
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3\ 188 Consulting the Wise
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[27] INTERVIEWER: What do you consider to be the
main difference between a wise person and a fool?
RABBI CHAYIM MORDECHAI KATZ. “The wise

person learns from everything that occurs to him. He tries to gain

understanding from each occurrence. Even if he does not merit
to gain a total understanding, the attempt to gain a deeper grasp

of the matter in itself expands his mental scope. But a fool’s eves
are focused on distant horizons. He does not pay attention to
what is happening right in front of his eyes. He misses out on
many spiritual lessons. The wise person learns from the daily

Almighty would

lop a profound spiritual
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